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The first
essay in this
book is of
most im-
portance.
Here he ar-
gues that to
decide What
Knowledge Is
of Most
Worth,
* preparation
for complete
living' must
be taken as a
standard.
He then
classifies the
leading
activities in
life,
 of the ideas previously expressed by Rousseau, Pestalozzi,
and Herbart. Of the four essays in the book, the first
has been by far the most influential, and called forth the
greatest amount of comment. This part of the work,
which seeks to investigate What Knowledge Is of Most
Worth, raises the whole question of the purpose of educa-
tion, and is completely subversive of the old classical
traditions. Spencer's argument runs as follows:1 —
"In order of time decoration precedes dress. And in our
universities and schools at the present moment the like antithesis
holds. As the Orinoco Indian puts on his paint before leaving
his hut, not with a view to any direct benefit, but because he
would be ashamed to be seen without it; so a boy's drilling in
Latin and Greek is insisted on, not because of their intrinsic
value, but that he may not be disgraced by being found ignorant
of them. The comparative worths of different kinds of knowl-
edge have been as yet scarcely even discussed — much less dis-
cussed in a methodic way with definite results. Before there
can be a rational curriculum, we must decide which things it
most concerns us to know. To this end, a measure of value is
the first requisite. How to live ?—that is the essential question for
us. Not how to live in the mere material sense only, but in the
widest sense. To prepare us for complete living is the function
which education has to discharge; and the only rational mode of
judging of any educational course is, to judge in what degree it
discharges such function. Our first step must obviously be to
classify, in the order of their importance, the leading kinds of
activity which constitute human life. They may be arranged
into: i. Those activities which directly minister to self-preserva-
1 In the quotation everything not essential to the argument is omitted.

